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	Please summarize the highlights of your pod meeting below: Pod meeting summary:
Dr. Kurilla attended the pod meeting and the following topics were discussed:

• NCATS updates:
  -Impact of recent government shutdown on grant review timelines. 
  -NIH pivot to multi-year grant funding: 
  -11 of 27 IC Director positions across NIH are vacant. There is a push for a subset to have new directors in place by the end of this calendar year.
• Future of NCATS research programs (ex: RC2s, CCIAs, and R01’s) given budgetary pressures
• N3C still shut down due to contract negotiations over IT services and capabilities. 
• New NIH Director’s priorities of particular interest to NCATS:
  -Training next generation of clinical and translational researchers; CTSAs do a fantastic job.  Relative to institutional K awards for other IC’s, CTSA trained scholars obtain R01s at a higher rate (76%). This will be emphasized with NIH leadership. 
  -Rigor and reproducibility: CTSAs have done quite a bit in this area and want to do more.  There will be   a CTSA sponsored workshop on this topic later in the spring.
  -Big push across NIH to move away from animal models and move into more relevant human systems. 
• Clarification of NIH views on health disparities since this was mentioned in NIH Director’s priorities. Disparities due to biological causes (as opposed to environmental or societal) are prioritized. Increased focus on strategies for mitigating or eliminating disparities.  Studies evaluating sociome factors should emphasize biological impact. 
• Clarification of NIH priority to promote research focused on scientific valid health outcomes
• NC3: Evolving from COVID collaboration to clinical collaboration. N3C governance needs to be revisited. HHS workshop will deal with issues related to data linkages.
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